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Founders Keepers
Madame Garbousova by Sarah Holmes
Upcoming Events


December 19: Holiday Party!



January 14: First day of classes



January 21: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day



Exhibits in Founders
December 2018 – January 2019: Illinois
Bicentennial (Mark Hamilton & Hao Phan)
February 2019: Suicide Prevention Month
Larissa Garcia with the School of Education)
March 2019: Women’s History Month
(Kathy Ladell & Beth McGowan)

Raya Garbousova

Founders Memorial Library
(815) 753-1094
https://library.niu.edu/ulib

This Cindy
past summer,
University Librarby
Ditzler
ies hosted an exhibit honoring the
late Raya Garbousova, the first successful, accomplished female cello
soloist, and a professor here at
Northern Illinois University. Born in
Tiflis, Russia, now known as Tbilisi,
Georgia, in 1909, Madame Garbousova grew up around musicians
and various instruments of the orchestra. Her father, Boris, was a
trumpeter with the Tiflis Symphony
Orchestra and taught at the Tiflis
Conservatory. She began her musical training on the piano and proved
to be quite talented by the age of 4.
Raya began cello at the age of 6 after begging her father to let her play
what was, at the time, an instrument
only played by men. She made her
first public performance before the
age of ten and debuted Moscow at
the age of 15 impressing critics with
her ability to bring a wide range of
emotion to her performance. The
following year, 1925, she traveled to
Western Europe to begin studying
with well-known instructors.
Raya’s Berlin debut in 1926 began
her international career as a cellist
at the age of 17. While in Berlin she
met and became friends with Albert
Einstein, a fellow music enthusiast
and amateur violinist. As one of her
most avid fans, Einstein attended
nearly every performance she gave,
and in leu of flowers, he would leave
her chocolates on the stage. Garbousova gave a successful debut in
London in 1926, and in Paris in
1927, which led to an introduction to
Pablo Casals, one of the leading cellists of the time. She soon became

his student and was invited by Casals to play with his orchestra in Barcelona.
While she resided in Paris in 1934,
Garbousova made her debut in New
York, receiving enthusiastic praise
from critics. Olin Downes, of the
New York Times described her as “a
figure to reckon with in the concert
world.” As war loomed over Europe,
Raya chose to settle in New York in
1939, eventually becoming a citizen
in 1946. She continued to impress
musical audiences and critics in performances around the world. Many
composers of the time paid attention
to the cellist’s passion and incredible lyricism. Samuel Barber wrote his
Cello Concerto for her, and Vittorio
Rieti, Gunther Schuller, and others
also composed pieces for her. She
performed many world and U.S.
premieres, including Sergei Prokofiev’s Sonata for Cello.
In 1948, she was scheduled to play
a concert in Chicago. As was her
standard routine, she would also
schedule some smaller recitals in
the areas surrounding the location of
the grand performance. This time
she found herself in a concert hall in
DeKalb, Illinois. After her recital, a
man approached her and praised
her for her performance and began
chatting with her. This man, Dr. Kurt
Biss, a local cardiologist, invited her
to have dinner with him and his two
young sons. No more than six
months later they were married, and
she had relocated to DeKalb, Illinois.
Continued on page 2
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Madame Garbousova (continued)
She continued with her successful solo career, and traveled the
world giving concerts, recitals,
and masterclasses. She taught
at The Hartt School of Music at
the University of Hartford in the
1970s and then taught at Northern Illinois University until 1991.
She passed away in DeKalb on
January 28, 1997.
Madame Garbousova not only
broke down barriers, and led the
way for women in music, but she
did so with kindness, gentleness, humor, and good nature,

earning the respect of her fellow
musicians, her students, and all
whom she interacted with. She
taught with the same passion
she performed with and always
wanted the best for not only her
own cello students, but for all
the students in the School of
Music. Her name brought in
many students, but her passion
helped build the music program
at NIU.
We are lucky to have her sheet
music collection in the University
Libraries’ Special Collection De-

partment available to anyone
who wishes to view it. The exhibit over the summer was well
received by NIU community
members, DeKalb community
members, her students, those
who saw her perform, and her
family. If you missed the exhibit,
don’t worry. We received so
many comments, stories, and
memories of Madame Garbousova that we have planned
to repeat the exhibit next year in
August and September in celebration of her 110th birthday.
Planning for an event is underway.

New Exhibit about Myanmar in the SEA Collection
by Joanna Kulma
In conjunction with the symposium on Burmese reverse glass
painting, the visit of the Ambassador of Myanmar to the U.S.,
Aung Lynn, and as part of International Education Week, the
Southeast Asia collection has
put together an exhibit about
Myanmar. Titled Discover Myanmar, the exhibit features books,
and artifacts that focus on the
history, politics, culture and art
of Myanmar. Included in this
are some old and rare books
from the rare books annex. The
exhibit also highlights NIU’s involvement with Myanmar
through the Center for Burma
Studies as well as workshops in
two university libraries in Myanmar taught by Hao Phan.
Ambassador Aung Lynn visited
the collection with Dr. Catherine
Raymond on November 15th to
view the exhibit and other Burmese materials housed in the
library. The exhibit will be up
through January.

Ambassador Aung Lynn and Dr. Catherine Raymond
of the Center for Burma Studies view the exhibit

The letters of May Kyi Win, Burmese librarian and
former curator of the SEA collection
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Two New Collections by Wayne Finley
NIU Libraries is excited to announce the launch of two new
collections: the Current Reading
Collection and the Graphic Novel
Collection. Although both collections support the research
needs of NIU students and faculty, they are also designed to
promote reading and support
broader intellectual curiosity
among library patrons.
Located in the lobby of Founders
Memorial Library, the Current
Reading Collection is home to a
diverse assortment of wellreviewed books – both fiction
and nonfiction. Books are selected for the collection by NIU
Libraries professors, Wayne Finley and Beth McGowan, and
include titles recommended by
sources such as The New York
Times, Kirkus, and ALA’s Book
List. The collection also contains books that have received
awards such as the Pulitzer
Prize and the National Book
Award.
Although the collection is still in
its formative stages, it is growing
quickly. Look for book reviews
and recommendations coming
from Library faculty soon. In the
meantime, here are just a few
books from 2018 you may want

to include on your holiday reading list.

For the stressed out:
In Praise of Wasting Time, by
Alan Lightman, (nonfiction)

For the person who is looking for
a bit of hope:
The Good Neighbor: The Life
and Work of Fred Rogers
by Maxwell King (nonfiction)

For the traveler:
Don’t Make Me Pull Over!: An
Informal History of the Family
Road Trip, by Richard Ratay
(nonfiction)

For the animal lover and fan of
literary fiction:
The Friend, by Sigrid Nunez
(fiction)

The Graphic Novel Collection,
located on the third floor of
Founders Memorial Library, supports the growing academic interest in comic books and graphic novels among both students
and faculty, and the surging interest in comic books among
readers in general. In addition
to popular superhero titles from
mainstream publishers such as
Marvel and DC, the collection
also contains graphic novels
from independent publishers
and nonfiction works including
biographies, travel narratives,
and historical accounts.
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Digitized Recently by Matt Short
Nearly all of the theses defended at NIU in the 1980s—1,416
of them—have been added to
Huskie Commons. Some of our
staff’s favorites include:
Hot dogs and somatic mutagenicity in Drosphila Melanogaster

The Albert Johannsen Project
also finished adding 184 issues
of the series Beadle’s Pocket
Novels to Nickels and Dimes.
When the series appeared in
1874, it was announced thus:
A Marvel of Beauty!

A historical analysis of Genoa,
Illinois, newspapers, their publishers and editors, 1875-1985

A New Series by the New Art!
The Illuminated Dime POCKET
NOVELS!

Is a student's dormroom his castle?

Comprising the best works only of
the most popular living writers in
the field of American Romance.

Thanks to Brian Conant, Christian Lash, and our catalogers
from the 80s for all of their help
with getting this collection
online.

Despite the publisher’s bombast, these novels are all reprints from other Beadle series.
But the “illuminated” covers
really are beautiful.

Each issue a complete novel, with
illuminated cover, rivaling in effect
the popular chromo.
And yet Sold at the Standard Price
Ten Cents!

Nestor Osorio Organizes ILA Panel
Nestor Osorio was the organizer
of the panel “Assessment in
Academic Libraries: Case Studies.” This panel sponsored by
the Illinois Association of College
and Research Libraries (IACRL)
took place at the Annual Meeting of the Illinois Library Association on October 11, 2018. The
panel members and their re-

spective presentations were:
“Assessment at DePaul University Library,” Ashley McMullin,
Assessment and Marketing Librarian, DePaul University.
“Subject-Specific Collection Assessment at Milner Library,”
Julie Murphy, Collection Assess-

ment Librarian, Illinois State
University.
“Assessment at NIU Libraries:
The Structure, the Process, and
the Product,” Nestor Osorio, Cochair Assessment Group, Northern Illinois University.

Founders Memorial Library Partners by TJ Lusher
Founders Memorial Library is
known on campus for its large
collection of electronic and digital resources. What may not be
known is the library is home to
nine partners creating a hub of
research assistance and support
for students, faculty and staff.
The partners include the One-

Card Office, the Technology Support Desk, the Educator Licensure and Preparation satellite
office, the University Writing
Center’s satellite office, the Access’ Peer Assisted Learning
(PAL) satellite office, the Jobs
PLUS office, the Digital Convergence Lab and the Discover

Campus Innovator Program -Code Orange. Einstein Bros. Bagels and Caribou Coffee in the
library’s café provides sustenance and caffeine to keep all
researchers energized when
they are busy tracking down
articles, books and other resources.
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Regional History Center and University Archives Treasures on Display
by Cindy Ditzler
Now is your chance to see some
of the hidden treasures preserved in the Regional History
Center/University Archives. Staff
members of the Regional History
Center, the Pick Museum of Anthropology and the Art Museum
have been busy collaborating on
the production of two exhibits
that include artifacts and photographs from the Regional History
Center.
The Pick Museum of Anthropology's upcoming exhibit, entitled
For the Love of Humans: A History of Dogs, runs from January
14, 2019 through May 10,
2019. As stated on the Museum's website this exhibit will
"Explore the early domestication
of dogs, drawing on the latest
archaeological discoveries. Travel back in time to witness the
first evidence of dog burials in
Bronze Age Thailand and uncover the first dog burial in the
Americas at the Koster Site in
Illinois. Discover how NIU became the Huskies and learn
about the history of NIU’s mascots by viewing photographs,
memorabilia, costumes and different depictions of Huskies
across campus." Museum Curator, Rachelle Wilson-Loring, explains that the exhibit also
shows how humans can advocate and give back to animals in
the community. On loan from
the Regional History Center/
University Archives are pennants
in the various school colors,
pins, caps, jackets and photographs.
Currently on display in the NIU
Art Museum are two exhibitions
making up the Transparency
Suite. The exhibitions are entitled: Transparent Factor in Form

and Content and Vanishing Art
from Myanmar: The Buddhist
Reverse Glass Painting Tradition. As a part of the Transparency Suite exhibitions, Museum
Assistant Director, Peter Olson,
borrowed ambrotypes from the
Regional History Center/
University Archives to show how
photographs also used glass as
a medium. Ambrotypes are negative images produced on a
glass plate, viewed as positive
by the addition of a black backing. A variety of black backings
were used such as velvet cloth,
cardboard, or metal. This type of
photography was invented by

Frederick Scott Archer and popularized by James Cutting and
was introduced in 1854 and last
made in 1865. The ambrotypes
are on display in one of the
Altgeld Hall hallway cases just
outside the doors of the Art Museum. The exhibitions run from
November 15, 2018 through
February 19, 2019.
So check out the Huskie memorabilia at the Pick Museum and
the ambrotypes at the Art Museum. Both represent just a few of
the treasures preserved in the
Regional History Center/
University Archives.

Ambrotypes at the Art Museum

Artifacts at the Pick Museum
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Message from the Dean
I just want to take this opportunity to wish everyone a happy winter holiday and New
Year! I hope to see you all at the FLA holiday party on December 19. I’m also looking
for some good book recommendations for the long break, so please feel free to share
if you have titles that you think I might enjoy. Peace.
Fred

What’s FLA Been Up To? by Jenny Symonds
Hello library staff!

friendly conversation.

Those of us who make up the
FLA committee would like to
update you all on the events FLA
has held recently, and one event
we have coming up.

Our Halloween party was on October 31st, and it also marked
the end of our membership
drive. FLA was happy to provide
its members with an opportunity
to dress up for our costume contest, participate in another creative murder mystery story, and
enjoy some sweets.

We were honored to assist Dean
Barnhart with his Open House
on October 19th. It was very
gracious of him to open his
home to us, and allow the staff
here the opportunity to interact
in a welcoming social setting.
The night was full of good food
(thanks to Sandar!), drinks, and

Our inaugural Meatball Tasting
competition took place on December 6th in the Staff Lounge
and a good time was had by all!

Coming up is our Holiday party,
which is scheduled for December 19th. FLA committee members has been working diligently
these last few weeks to put together a fun and festive party for
the library, and to be sure that
there is plenty of food and raffle
prizes to go around.
FLA Committee members are:
Meredith Ayers, Karen Brint,
Sarah Holmes, Teresa Jacobsen,
Ginger Prothero-Schwersenska,
Joseph Reilly, Jenny Symonds,
and Leanne VandeCreek.

Meatball Competition by Jenny Symonds
We hope you didn't miss out on
the latest food tasting/
competition put on by FLA,
which was our delicious meatball event, held on December
6th in the staff lounge. Several
competitors submitted their recipes in hopes of winning our
mantel worthy, hand-crafted
trophies. We also had a wonderful turnout of volunteers to taste
test and vote on their favorite
meatballs! Our winner for the
event was Joseph Reilly, with his
take on a classic marinara covered meatball. Karen Brint
placed second, with her secret
family recipe for meatballs with
sauerkraut. Sandar Wynn happi-

ly took home her third place trophy, thanks to her ginger-spiced
meatballs. A big thanks to everyone who participated by eating,
or entering into the challenge.
Please be on the lookout for
more food tastings/competitions
in the future, and if you have an
idea for an event, please reach
out to an FLA member and let us
know!

And the winner is ?

